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Charles N. Davis, Ph.D. 
University of Missouri 
Missouri School of Journalism 
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Dear Dr. Davis: 

Pursuant to your request of January 31, 2012, enclosed please find 
our response. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 
Sincerely, 




Nick D. Boren 
Deputy Superintendent 
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The only "formal" request that I have on record is from September- November 2008 at Mary Paxton Keeley. 
The Book was "The Face on the Milk Carton" by Caroline B. Cooley. 

Attached is the copy of the reconsideration form completed by the parent and the Letter from Elaine 
Hassemer. 

Please let me know if there are other questions, Julie 

Julie Nichols 

Manager of Instructional T=<^™lo£y 
Columbia public 5criools 
jnicliois@columbia.kl Z.mo.us 
575-1 f-M?O0 *2J+i6 
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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF 
_ ^ MATERIALS » . 

Title 1 VXOs 

Book J^Periodical _J__FUe Videotape Other 

Request Initiated hv \Um ftjg^M^^ 

Address (ML cjt 



Do you represent: 
% Yourself 

An Organization (name)_ 
I Other group (name) 



lv0 V What parts? . 



3 What do you think might me the reaction of a student's reading or viewing this 

"» 6B of uV*TlL * 

4. For what age group would you recommend this work?_ 

5. What do you believe is the theme of this work ? 

6. What would you like your library/School to do about this work? 
_Do not assign/loan it to my child. 




^ Q@j^Return it to'the selection committee/department for re-evaluation. 

^TEpther. Explain MjMm^ y£M& $Mi fcfl 



Signature 



place, what work would you recommend that would convey as vatuame 



~Ha/o \?po\c to &}Otrvi A «Vl fe*^ ^ 

Jfas uf^r^ *\&Ms t <SM8^K 




#^ fv&f rm£^r /> rf^o^ft 

lilted 4Ws puhu^44 rMeutJ, 



= J&ary fPaxton Keeley elementary School — - 

201 Park de Vilte Dr. • Columbia, MO 65203 
Ph. 573/214-3570 . Fax 573/214-3571 

Mrs. Elaine E, Hassemer, Principal 
Mrs. Karen Burger, Asst. Principal 

November 13, 2008 

Mrs. Kim Alexander 
2805 Moss Oak Court 
Columbia, Missouri 65203 

Dear Mrs. Alexander, 

The request for reconsideration of materials form completed by you was forwarded to Mrs. Julie 
Nichols, Manager of Instructional Technology. A committee was formed according to school 
guidelines. The committee included a representative from Instructional Media Seivices, a media 
specialist, a teacher, a parent representative from the PTA, a counselor and two principals. The 
committee all read the book and discussed reviews of the book. Our committee met on 
Thursday, October 16, 2008 for a discussion of the book and your request. The committee was 
given time to reread and reflect, We met again on November 11, 2008 to give you the 
opportunity to discuss your concerns with the committee. 

Following our meetings, the committee shared ideas from their perspective relative to the 
placement of this book in our school and other schools. The group discussed your concerns. 
While the group did understand your concerns, everyone fell that there was a need to provide 
materials with interest to upper level mature readers. The review committee also noted this book 
won several awards, Teachers and the media specialist do spend time teaching students on the 
selection of appropriate books for their age group. The current policy allows parents to restrict 
access to any materials they feel inappropriate for their child. The committee felt this policy 
covered your concerns. The committee voted unanimously to retain the book in the media 
centers of our district. 

As a parent you are wise to continue to discuss your child's reading material and to share 
concerns when they arise. You may also place a restriction on your child's check out number to 
prevent this book, or author, from being checked out by her. To do this, please contact Sharon 
Shauwacker at 214-3570. If you feel that further appeal is warranted, you may contact me. You 
may also speak to Dr. Sally Beth Lyon, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction. 
I do appreciate your concerns. Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss this further, 

Sincerely, 

Elaine E. Hassemer 
Principal 

cc: Mrs. Julie Nichols 
Dr. Sally Beth Lyon 
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